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len Township Board of Supervisors was held on Tuesday, April 26, 2020 
e due to the Disaster Emergency (Resolution 2020-10, 2020-11 and 2020-
9 Coronavirus Pandemic.  Mr. Hassler led the audience in the Pledge of 

ruce Frack; Gary Behler; Carl Edwards; Dale Hassler; Gerald Montanari; 
q., Stan Wojciechowski, PE, CME, Ilene Eckhart, Manager.   

   No public comments. 

o public hearings.

 

nce #2020-10 Spring Hill Road Speed Limit 25 MPH, for discussion 
tise:  Mr. Behler made a motion to authorize advertisement of the draft 

Montanari.  On the motion, by roll call vote, all Supervisors present voted 
ed in driving around the Township that there are signs with an advisory 
en.  He asked if the Board would be agreeable with a sign in this area.  Mr. 
e signs were in the Township but that the Board had to be consistent when 

r. Montanari agreed with Mr. Behler and did not feel that the signs would 
e.  He indicated it wasn’t a matter of the expense of the sign he just didn’t 

assler stated he wanted to protect the Townships children and asked for 
assler made a motion to place the Watch Children signage on Spring Hill 
k.  On the motion, by roll call vote, Mr. Frack – yes; Mr. Montanari – no; 
er – no; Mr. Hassler – yes.  Motion failed.  

w Estates, Request for Time Extension:  Greg Harris, of High Meadow 
pany OHI-HM) along with Attorney Joel Wiener was present to discuss 

 time.  Mr. Wiener outlined the request for an extension of time due to the 
o obtain sewer service for the development, since Allen Township was 
 as was planned from the Borough of Northampton.  Mr. Wiener explained 
 to provide sewer connections due to the Northampton Borough impasse, 
hampton Sewer identifying High Meadows for sewer service, compels the 
r to obtain additional time to proceed with the current plan.  Mr. Wiener 

onsidered, be provided for multiple years.  Mr. Wiener indicated that the 
o pursue an alternate plan for sewer service and a different plan that would 
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not require connection to Northampton Borough.  This will involve time and DEP involvement to 
resolve the matter. Mr. Treadwell commented that Mr. Wieners client has owned the project since 2008.  
Mr. Treadwell indicated the extension request was at the Boards discretion.  Mr. Hassler indicated that 
since this time the Rural Zoning District has been modified to a 2-acre lot minimum.  Mr. Treadwell 
indicated that the Single Family Cluster Use has been removed from the Zoning Ordinance.  Ms. 
Eckhart clarified that the property is within the Rural Zoning District. 

Mr. Montanari asked why the Board would shut down the project after all these years by going around 
the Borough to obtain sewer.  Mr. Hassler felt the project lingered for many years even prior to 2008 
and prior to the current owner.  Mr. Hassler additionally commented felt this was a reason why the 
Township struggles with completion of roadway improvements which frustrates the residents.  Mr. 
Behler asked if there was an agreement would the developer have the funds to complete the project 
today, as that was always a Township concerns.  He noted the developer would have received the letter 
acknowledging the end of the sewer agreement.  Mr. Harris responded that the property was purchased 
out of bankruptcy and had to be redesigned due to DEP standard changes.  Mr. Harris indicated funding 
was received at the end of 2018.  He indicated that sewer was not available after the point of receiving 
funding approval. He never thought it would take this amount of time to obtain the EDU’s.  Mr. Harris 
further agreed that if the EDU’s were available purchase there was access to the funding the purchase 
the EDU’s.  Mr. Montanari asked if the developer could obtain alternative sewer would it be reasonable 
to complete the project within two years.   Mr. Harris felt two years might be feasible and would depend 
on DEP.   Mr. Weiner indicated that the alternative for the sewer, an on-lot package treatment system, 
would require a fair number of governmental approvals and that part was out of control.  Mr. Weiner 
added that would also assume that the Borough would not somehow interfere with obtaining the 
alternative sewer permission from DEP.  Mr. Hassler stated that he felt that the time has passed on the 
cluster proposal as the ordinance was changed to require a two-acre lot minimum.  He stated no one 
was stopping the developer from building but it would require a two-acre lot minimum in the Rural 
Zoning District.  Mr. Weiner indicated that the approval received (in 2016) and was stuck waiting for 
an approval on sewer from Northampton Borough.  Mr. Hassler indicated that the developer, just like 
other developers, had the opportunity to purchase the sewer.  Mr. Hassler felt this has dragged on since 
2008.  Mr. Weiner felt that there was basically a sewer moratorium in effect.  

Mr. Harris asked if there was sewer available that the project could be built as approved in 2016, is the 
Board disagreeing about that.  Mr. Treadwell stated that five year period under the MPC expires the 
end of December, 2020, therefore if the project can be built in six months – the developer can proceed 
to build the single-family cluster plan.  Mr. Treadwell further stated that if the Board does not grant an 
extension and the single-family cluster plan becomes null and void then the property would be under 
the 2-acre minimum lot requirement pursuant to the Zoning Ordinance amendment.  Mr. Montanari 
asked how many homes was allowed under the approved plan. Mr. Harris stated 135 homes.  Mr. 
Montanari asked how many with a two-acre minimum.  Mr. Harris responded the development was 
unbuildable under the two-acre lot minimum.  Mr. Montanari concluded that all the money spent on 
the development would therefore be wasted.  Mr. Harris indicated the reason for the cluster was to 
provide 60 acres of open space.  Mr. Montanari questioned the type of open space.  Messrs. Hassler 
and Behler characterized the open space as hills or otherwise unbuildable land.  Mr. Behler voiced 
concern regarding the open space not being open to the public and that the open space was basically 
just open space.  Mr. Harris indicated that the open space would contain some walking paths.   
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On the question from Mr. Wojciechowski regarding the highway occupancy permit associated with the 
development, Mr. Harris responded the permit would be renewed. 

Mr. Behler was concerned with granting the three year as requested and stated he would be willing to 
consider an extension based on a sewer agreement date with Northampton Borough/or an alternative 
sewer approval and then a set period of time forward.  Mr. Behler was not in favor of an open ended 
extension.  Mr. Harris responded that an extension of one-year from the date of a sewer agreement 
would be acceptable.  Mr. Montanari felt a one-year extension from the date of a sewer resolution (and 
agreement with Northampton Borough or an alternative sewer system approval) would be reasonable.  

Mr. Hassler questioned if the plan is recorded.  Ms. Eckhart indicated the plan has not been recorded.  
Mr. Treadwell added the plan has final plan conditional approval for Phase 1 and conditional 
preliminary plan approval for the overall plan.  Of the sewer issue, Mr. Montanari felt that someone 
from the Borough of Northampton should also be part of resolving this matter on behalf of the 
developer’s needs.  Mr. Weiner expressed his frustration in the back in forth in blame between the 
Borough and the Township - when asking the Borough to help resolve the issue in being told that “you 
have to speak to Allen Township – it’s their fault”.  Mr. Hassler expressed what bother him was that 
this 2016 when the plan was approved, there has been no communication until now close to the time of 
expiration.  Mr. Treadwell indicated that Attorney Weiner has been in communication for progress.  
Mr. Harris indicated that he also met with the Township Manager regarding any progress.  Mr. Harris 
explained that the issue was essential “stuck”. 

Mr. Montanari did not accept that the issue was stuck and something had to be done.  Mr. Montanari 
felt that a reasonable extension should be considered one more time due to the situation. 

Following some additional discussion regarding the remaining time, what would be a reasonable 
request and when an in-person meeting might be feasible, Mr. Behler made a motion to table the matter 
with the intent that an in-person meeting occur, but that the matter be placed back on the agenda by 
July 28th, 2020 and at that point the developer review points of compromise with the developers 
attorney; seconded by Mr. Frack.  On the motion, by roll call vote, all Supervisors present voted yes 
with the exception of Mr. Hassler who voted no.  

5.   New Business 

A. Nor-Bath Pedestrian Bridge Replacement, Request for Approval of Detour Plan:  Mr. 
Wojciechowski reviewed the request of Maser Construction regarding the requested detour associated 
with the replacement of the Nor-Bath Trail Pedestrian Bridge over East Bullshead Road.  Mr. Frack 
was concerned that the route was too long.  The detour will be in effect one week for removal and one 
week for replacement.  Following some comments, Mr. Behler made a motion to authorize the detour 
to accommodate the replacement of the Nor-Bath Trail Pedestrian Bridge per the Maser Consulting 
P.A. proposal to detour traffic; seconded by Mr. Montanari.  On the motion, by roll call vote, all 
Supervisors present voted yes.  

B. Truck Traffic Complaint in Residential Developments:  Ms. Eckhart provided a recap of the 
complaints received as well as the State Police patrols and Fed Ex response.  Ms. Eckhart indicated that 
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the State Police are enforcing within the availability of the Motor Carrier Enforcement Division.  She 
further indicated that PSP did find some the trucks were making Fed Ex Ground deliveries in 
development areas for large items. Mr. Hassler commented that he personally observed PSP DOT 
enforcement at the Wayne Grube Park pulling over trucks.  

6. Public to be Heard:  Mr. Rick Novak, questioned the Nor-Bath Trail bridge.  Ms. Eckhart 
indicated that the County was replacing the bridge within somewhat of an arch which would raise the 
structure to 13 feet 5inches.  Mr. Wojciechowski clarified the bridge would most likely still carry a 
height restriction for trucks.  Ms. Eckhart further clarified that the bridge replacement is a County 
project.  

7. Adjournment:  There being no further comments or business the meeting adjourned at 7:48 
PM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ilene M. Eckhart 


